Evaluative Film Review Essay
Due Dates:
Rough Draft: Lesson 4
Final Draft: Lesson 6

A film review is written for a magazine, or newspaper and its purpose is to give people an idea of what the movie is like before they see it.  Your assignment is to write an evaluative essay reviewing of a movie of your choice.  Try to watch the movie at least twice if possible. You must consider such aspects as acting, cinematography, costumes and make-up, directorial style, editing, lighting, mise-en-scene, music and sound, narrative structure or story, representation of people of color and women, special effects, etc.  I recommend focusing on just three aspects of the film to shape your review.

Please do NOT use any outside sources except the film itself.  Do NOT consult other reviews of your chosen film.  It is okay to use IMDB for basic information (director, shooting locations, etc.) but there is no need to cite this common knowledge information. 

Your essay should be written in the third person point of view.  Use first person only if you feel it will be effective to include your personal response, such as in the introduction and/or conclusion paragraph, but avoid beginning sentences with “I think” and “I believe.”  Do not use second person “you, your” or first person plural “we, our, us.”

Length: 500 – 750 words (not including Works Cited), 12 pt font, double spaced (MLA format)

Remember that any level of plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Further, essays without Works Cited pages will not be accepted for the rough draft or final draft.

Tip: Take your rough draft to any TCC Writing Center to meet with a tutor for 0.5 pts extra credit.  You can also submit your essay for review with Tutor 24/7 for 0.25 pts extra credit.

Submission: Submit your rough draft to the Evaluative Film Review Essay Rough Draft assignment link included in the Lesson 4 module.  Make sure to either screenshot or photograph your Digital Receipt immediately after submission.  You must also submit your rough draft to your assigned group’s Writing Workshop #1 discussion thread.  Please note that you MUST do both; one does not substitute the other.  

You will submit your Evaluative Film Review Essay Final Draft to the assignment link located in the Week 6 lesson module.  Make sure to either screenshot or photograph your Digital Receipt immediately after submission.  









Planning Your Essay

Title
· Give your essay a creative title.  Do not give it the same title as the film itself!
Introduction
· Begin with an interesting comment about the film that grabs the reader’s attention.
· Make sure to clearly introduce the film title, director, and year.  Remember that each word of the film title should always begin with a capital letter.  Always italicize the film title.  
· Thesis: Make an argument about the quality of the film, and preview the reasons to support your argument in the order you will present them.  Avoid phrases like “I will,” or “this paper will.”
Paragraph 2
· Provide one main reason of why you did/did not think the film was worth seeing.
· Provide a good example of this as evidence and explain it thoroughly
· Make sure you are evaluating the movie and not summarizing its plot
Paragraph 3
· Provide a second main reason of why you did/did not think the film was worth seeing.
· Provide a good example of this as evidence and explain it thoroughly
· Make sure you are evaluating the movie and not summarizing its plot
Paragraph 4
· Provide a third main reason of why you did/did not think the film was worth seeing.
· Provide a good example of this as evidence and explain it thoroughly
· Make sure you are evaluating the movie and not summarizing its plot
Conclusion                      
· Begin with a comment that states that overall you did/did not like the film
· Explain that you would/would not like people to see the film
· Conclude with some clever final comment about the film

Works Cited
Your Works Cited page should include the film itself.  Make sure to use MLA format:

Last Name, First Name, director.  Title of Film.  Studio, Year.

Example:

Lucas, George, director. Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope. Twentieth Century 

Fox, 1977.






Grading

Rough Draft (5 pts): As long as you meet the required word count and DO NOT plagiarize and you include a Works Cited page, you will receive full credit for your work.  Any amount short of the word count required will make a maximum of 50%.  Remember, essays without Works Cited pages are not accepted.

Final Draft (15 pts): The final draft will be graded according to the rubric below:
 
	Item
	Points Earned
	Points Possible

	Development
	 
	3

	Thesis
	 
	3

	Organization
	 
	1.5

	Strength of Argument, Evidence of Critical Thinking, using Academic Vocabulary relevant to Film
	 
	4.5

	MLA Format
	 
	1.5

	Writing Conventions / Style
	 
	1.5

	Total
	 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]15




